
I

TABLE OF CONTENTS

About this Rule book A

Related address and information B

When reading this Rule Book C

Some facts and figures C
                                                                                                   

MORTUARY LAWS

Chapter 16.–Contracts and Promises

Article 3.–Funeral And Cemetery Merchandise
Agreements, Contracts and Plans

16-301 Certain prearranged funeral 
agreements; conditions   1

16-302 Same; payments, form and deposit 
of; exceptions   1

16-303 Prearranged funeral agreements;
payments and earnings; credit 
life insurance; irrevocable 
agreements   1

16-304 Same;  payments upon death, conditions; 
balances;  notice;  liability   2

16-305 Same; penalty   2

16-306 Same; injunction   2

16-307 Same; severability   2

16-308 Same; administration of funds; 
payment into trust fund; investment; 
payment of administrative costs 
and taxes; prior existing trusts 
to comply   2

16-309 Same; "doing business in state" 
defined; nonresidents subject 
to personal service outside state   3

16-310 Secretary of state to audit 
prearranged funeral agreements; 
redeposit of improperly paid moneys; 
actions by attorney general; funds 
held under agreements not subject
to legal process; notice of intent 
to sell and engage In agreements; 
obstructing or refusing to submit
to examination; audit fee   3

16-311 Same;  duty of medical assistance
recipient to inform;  payments of
balances upon death;  conditions;
liability     4

                                                                                                   

Chapter 17.–Corporations

Article 13.–Cemetery Corporations

17-1305 Private burying grounds;  control by
county clerk;  actions for damages   4

                                                                                                   
Chapter 48.–Militia, Defense and Public Safety

Article 34.–Licensees in the Military Service

48-3403 Payment of renewal fee, time;  continuing
education requirement;  period of time
for fulfillment   4

                                                                                                   
Chapter 58.–Personal and Real Property

Article 6.–Powers and Letters of Attorney

58-654 General Powers   5
                                                                                                   

Chapter 65.–Public Health

Article 17.–Regulation of Embalmers And Funeral
Directors; Funeral Establishments

Embalmers

65-1701 License; application, issuance; 
registration and display   7

65-1701a Educational requirements; 
registration and examination, 
fees; apprenticeship   7

65-1701b Reciprocal licenses; fees   8

65-1702 Embalmer's license; biennial 
renewal; fees; notice; suspension 
and reinstatement; rules and 
regulations; evidence of continuing 
education required for license 
renewal; exemption   8

65-1702a Temporary embalming permits for 
certain purposes; conditions and
limitations   9

65-1703 Unlicensed persons; unlawful acts; 
student and apprentice embalmers;
definitions   9

65-1704 Officers of the law   9

65-1705 Penalties for violations   9

65-1706 Use of bodies by school for teaching 
embalming   9

65-1707 Penalty for embalming without 
permission of coroner, when   9

65-1710 Questions used for examination 10



II

65-1711 Record of licenses 10

65-1712 Rules and regulations; submission 
to secretary of health and 
environment; penalty for violations 10

                                                                                                   
Funeral Directors

65-1713 Funeral director defined 10

65-1713a Funeral establishment defined; 
branch establishments 10

65-1713b Funeral service or interment, who 
in charge of 11

65-1714 Funeral director's license; application;
qualifications; examination; display of 
license; special permits 11

65-1715 Same; examination fee 11

65-1716 Same; biennial renewal fee; notice; 
suspension of license; reinstatement 
fee; rules and regulations; evidence 
of continuing education required for 
license renewal; exemption 11

65-1717 Assistant funeral director's license; 
qualifications; fees; application; 
registration; suspension or 
revocation of license; procedure; 
biennial renewal; rules and 
regulations 12

65-1718 Disposition of moneys; mortuary arts 
fee fund 13

65-1719 Record of licenses 13

65-1721 Qualifications; persons from other 
states; examination 13

65-1723 Powers of state board of mortuary 
arts; fees and expenses 13

65-1725 Severability of 1935 act 14

65-1725a Severability of 1941 act 14

65-1726 Penalties for violations 14

65-1727 Fees; fixed by rules and regulations; 
notice to licensee; licensure by
endorsement 14

65-1728 Eye enucleation; embalmers and other
persons; certificate of
competence; liability 15

                                                                                                   
Funeral Establishments

65-1729 Funeral establishment license; 
branch establishment license; fees; 
disposition of moneys 15

65-1730 Rules and regulations 15

65-1731 Failure, neglect or refusal to pay 
fee classified as class b 
misdemeanor 15

65-1732 Disposal of unclaimed cremated 
remains; rules and regulations 15

65-1733 Same; remains of deceased persons 
cremated more than 90 days prior to 
effective date of act; notice of 
disposal 16

65-1734 Order of priority of persons authorized 
to dispose of decedents’ remains; 
immunity of funeral directors,
 funeral establishments and crematories 16

                                                                                                   
General Provisions

65-1751 Denial, suspension or revocation 
of license or censure of licensee; 
grounds; procedure; definitions 16

65-1752 Solicitation of clients; prohibitions 17

65-1753 Dead human bodies;  removal
and delivery 17

                                                                                                   
Cremation

65-1760 Definitions 17

65-1761 Licensure of crematory; requirements
of crematory and holding facility 18

65-1762 Supervision; crematory operator license
requirement;  cremation requirements;
authorization form and coroner’s permit 18

65-1763 Removal of pacemakers and hazardous
implants; procedural requirements for
holding of and cremation of a dead
human body, prohibitions, packaging of
cremated remains; simultaneous
cremations 19

65-1764 Effect of authorizing agent’s
representations; liability regarding the
refusal to accept a dead human body;
to cremate a dead human body or the
authorized cremation of a dead human
body 20

65-1765 Failure to remove pacemaker or
hazardous implants; liability for damage 20

65-1766 Rules and regulations; policies; licensure,
revocation, suspension or denial of;
penalty 20

65-1767 Conflicting Kansas laws; precedence of
this act 21



III

65-1768 Licensure; fees; expiration of license;
exemption from licensure; unlawful
operation 21

                                                                                                  
Article 24.–Uniform Vital Statistics Act (selected laws)

65-2401 Definitions 21

65-2412 Registration of deaths and stillbirths;
official death records; use of verified
forms; establishment and collection of
fee; duties of coroners; filing of 
certificates 22

65-2414 Delayed determination of cause of death  22

65-2415 Form of certificates 22

65-2416 Certificates as evidence; reproduction
of records; certification 22

65-2417 Certified Copies   22

65-2418 Fees for copies and searches;
disposition; exemptions; copies or data 
furnished to national office of vital
statistics 22

65-2422c Minor correction of records 23

65-2426a Authorization for cremation; penalty
for violation 23

65-2427 Foreign permit for removal, burial, or
other disposition of body 23

65-2428a Permit for transportation of dead body
to location outside state 23

65-2429 Funeral directors’ monthly reports 24

65-2434 Penalties 24

65-2438 Notification of person transporting 
dead body for disposition that 
deceased had an infectious or 
contagious disease; form; 
notification of embalmer, funeral 
director or other person taking 
possession of body; confidential 
information; penalties for violations; 
"infectious or contagious disease" 
defined 24

                                                                                                  
Chapter 74.–STATE BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND

AUTHORITIES

Article 1.–Miscellaneous Provisions

74-139 Licensure;  certification or registration by state
authority;  applicants requested to provide
social security number 24

                                                                                                  
Article 17.–State Board Of Mortuary Arts

74-1701a    State board of mortuary arts 
established; appointment; 

vacancies; terms; qualifications; 
removal                          24

74-1702 Certificate of appointment; oath 
of office                           25

74-1703 Meetings; quorum                           25

74-1704 Officers; terms; salary and expenses 
of secretary; seal; administration
of oaths; issuance of subpoenas; 
employment of agents, attorneys 
and an investigator-inspector; 
rules and regulations; meetings             25

74-1705 Compensation and expenses; 
educational extension and 
research work 25

74-1706 Injunction or quo warranto for
unlawful practice 25

74-1707 Rules and regulations relative to 
funeral or burial insurance and 
prearranged funeral contracts 26

74-1709 State board of embalming abolished;
powers, duties, functions and property
transferred to state board of mortuary
arts; rules and regulations 
preserved 26

74-1710 Certain officers and employees 
transferred to state board of 
mortuary arts; civil service and 
retirement benefits preserved 26

74-1711 Investigations;  subpoena power;
petition to revoke, limit or modify
subpoena;  district court jurisdiction 26

                                                                                                    

Agency 63: The Kansas State Board of Mortuary Arts

Article 1.–Embalming; Continuing Education Of
Embalmers And Funeral Directors

63-1-1 Definitions 27

63-1-3 Registration and apprenticeship 27

63-1-4 Examination 28

63-1-5 Requirements for a reciprocal 

embalmer's license 28

63-1-6 General rule relating to the practice of

embalming and funeral directing 28

63-1-12 Embalmers biennial renewals 29

63-1-23 Requirements for an embalmer’s license

by endorsement 29

                                                                                                    

Article 2.–Funeral Directing

63-2-1 Embalming regulations adopted 29

63-2-3 Responsibility of funeral director 29



IV

63-2-7 General rule relating to the practice of

funeral directing                               30

63-2-10 Requirements for funeral director's  
     license 30

63-2-11 Requirements for reciprocal funeral 
     director's license 30

63-2-12 Funeral director apprenticeship 30

63-2-13 Funeral director's license examination 31

63-2-14 Funeral director's biennial renewals 31

63-2-15 Assistant funeral directors biennial             
        renewals 31

                                                                                                  

Article 3.–Preparation And Transportation of Bodies;
Burial In Mausoleums; and Funeral Establishments

63-3-9 Embalming fluids and compounds 32

63-3-10 Death from infectious or contagious             
          diseases 32

63-3-11 Preparation and transportation of 
     dead human bodies 32

63-3-12 Mangled, burned, and

decomposed bodies 32

63-3-13 Disinterment 33

63-3-15 Dead bodies in transit 33

63-3-16 Burial in mausoleums 33

                                                                                                  

Agency 28.–Kansas Department of Health and
Environment

Article 9.–Construction, Maintenance and Use of
Mausoleums

28-9-4 Embalming of dead bodies 33

                                                                                                  

Chapter 65.–Public Health

Article 1.–Secretary of Health and Environment, Activities

65-123 Funeral services 33

                                                                                                  

Article 3.–Preparation And Transportation of Bodies;
Burial In Mausoleums; and Funeral Establishments

63-3-17 Services and merchandise pricing 33

63-3-18 Requirements for the funeral

establishment and branch establishment 33

63-3-19 Establishment and branch establishment             
          licenses; biennial renewals 34

63-3-20 Reporting of prefinanced funeral 
agreements 34

63-3-21 General requirements relating to

prefinanced funeral agreements 35

63-3-22 Inspections of funeral establishments

and branch establishments 35

63-3-23 Inspection generated by a complaint 35

                                                                                                  

Article 4.–Fees

63-4-1 Payment of fees 36

                                                                                                    

Article 5.–Administrative Hearings And Disciplinary
Actions

63-5-1 Definition of unprofessional or

dishonorable conduct  36

                                                                                                    

Article 6.–Continuing Education

63-6-1 Continuing education requirements 36

63-6-2 Standards for approval 37

63-6-3 Post approval and review 37

63-6-5 Report of licensee 37

63-6-6 Inactive status 37

                                                                                                    

Article 7.–Crematories

63-7-1 Definitions 38

63-7-2 Crematory operator in charge;

record keeping 38

63-7-3 Crematory license; biennial renewals 39

63-7-4 Responsibility of crematory operator in

charge 39

63-7-5 Requirements for crematories 39

63-7-6 Licensure applications for crematories 39

63-7-7 Inspection of crematories 40

63-7-8 Inspection generated by a complaint 40

                                                                                                    

Agency 40.–Kansas Insurance Department

Article 2.–Life Insurance

40-2-23 Life insurance; preneed funeral 

contracts or arrangements; disclosure; 

requirements 40

                                                                                                  

Agency 92.–Kansas Department of Revenue

Article 19.–Kansas Retailers’ Sales Tax (selected law)

92-19-15 Undertakers and funeral directors 41

                                                                                                  



V

Kansas Department of Social and 

Rehabilitation Services (SRS)

Chapter 39.–Mentally Ill, Incapacitated and Dependent
Persons;  Social Welfare

Article 7.–Social Welfare

39-713d Funeral and cemetery expenses; 

limitations 41

                                                                                                  

Agency 30.–Kansas Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services

(selected laws)

Article 4.–Public Assistance Program

30-4-98 Funeral assistance (FA) program 41

                                                                                                  

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE)

Division of Vital Statistics

Article 17.–Division of Vital Statistics

(selected laws)

28-17-6 Fees for copies, abstracts, and searches 42

28-17-15 State registrar to prescribe forms 42

28-17-16 Funeral directors reports 42

28-17-22 Enforcement of uniform vital statistics act 42

                                                                                                  

Chapter 22a.–District Coroners and Employees

Article 2.–District Coroners

(selected laws)

22a-215 District coroner; disposition of body of

deceased; burial, when; expenses,

how paid; penalties 43

22a-231 Same; notification of death to coroner

or deputy, when; jurisdiction regarding

investigation 43

22a-232 Same; duties; transfer of jurisdiction 43

22a-233 Autopsy, when; fees and travel 

allowances; specimens; record and 

report to coroner and clerk of the

district court; exhumation and autopsy 44

22a-242 Child death, notification of coroner;

autopsy;  notification of state

review board;  notification of parent

or guardian;  SIDS death;  fee for

autopsy 44

                                                                                                  

Chapter 65.–Public Health

Article 9.–Use of Dead Bodies by Medical School

(selected laws)

65-901 Certain unclaimed dead bodies; use for

medical, surgical and anatomical science 44

65-902a Delivery of unclaimed bodies to medical

school, notice; expenses; receipts; 

records 45

65-902b Burial at expense of person failing to

notify or deliver; recovery 45

65-904 When bodies not to be delivered to

medical school; burial by relatives or

friends; unclaimed body of deceased

inmate 45

65-905 Penalty for violations 45

                                                                                                    

Chapter 75.–State Departments;  Public Officers and
Employees

Article 4.–Secretary of State

(selected law)

75-442 Audits of prearranged funeral agreements

and cemetery corporations, payment of

expenses; fixed and charged by

secretary of state      46

                                                                                                   

Chapter 21.–CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

Part II.–PROHIBITED CONDUCT

Article 41.–Crimes Against the Public Peace

(selected law)

21-4111 Criminal desecration 46

                                                                                                   


